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Participants will… 

S  Gain awareness regarding the principles of  Auditory Verbal 
Therapy. 

S  Know the role of  amplification and parent participation in 
auditory verbal therapy. 

S  Understand the underlying theories regarding auditory brain 
development as related to auditory verbal therapy 

S  Discover answers to commonly asked questions about auditory 
verbal therapy. 



What is 
Auditory 
Verbal 
Therapy? 
“Auditory-Verbal Therapy facilitates optimal 
acquisition of  spoken language through 
listening by newborns, infants, toddlers, and 
young children who are deaf  or hard of  
hearing. Auditory-Verbal Therapy promotes 
early diagnosis, one-on-one therapy, and state-
of-the-art audiologic management and 
technology. Parents and caregivers actively 
participate in therapy. Through guidance, 
coaching, and demonstration, parents become 
the primary facilitators of  their child’s spoken 
language development. Ultimately, parents and 
caregivers gain confidence that their child can 
have access to a full range of  academic, social, 
and occupational choices. Auditory-Verbal 
Therapy must be conducted in adherence to the 
Principles LSLS of  Auditory-Verbal 
Therapy” (AG Bell Academy, 2012). 



What is AVT?: 
 Listening 

S  “Auditory-Verbal Therapy facilitates optimal acquisition of  
spoken language through listening by newborns, infants, 
toddlers, and young children who are deaf  or hard of  hearing.  



What is AVT?: 
Early, Individual, Technology 

S  “Auditory-Verbal Therapy promotes early diagnosis, one-on-
one therapy, and state-of-the-art audiologic management and 
technology.  



What is AVT?:  
Parents 

S  “Parents and caregivers actively participate in therapy. Through 
guidance, coaching, and demonstration, parents become the 
primary facilitators of  their child’s spoken language development.  

S  “Ultimately, parents and caregivers gain confidence that their child 
can have access to a full range of  academic, social, and 
occupational choices. Auditory-Verbal Therapy must be conducted 
in adherence to the Principles LSLS of  Auditory-Verbal 
Therapy” (AG Bell Academy, 2012). 



Who Can Provide AVT? 

S  Certified through the Alexander Graham Bell 
Academy for Listening and Spoken Language 

S  Meets strict certification requirements 

S  Proven cross-disciplinary knowledge from three 
primary professions: audiology, speech-language 
pathology and education of  the deaf  



10 Principles of  Auditory Verbal 
Therapy 

AVT follows 10 principles involving early intervention, 
state of  the art amplification, care giver involvement and 
education in regular schools along typically hearing peers. 

The 10 Principles can be found on the AGBell Website. 

http://listeningandspokenlanguage.org/
AcademyDocument.aspx?id=563 

 



Auditory Brain 
Development 

“The ears are just a way for 
sound to get in for processing by 
the brain.” (Carol Flexer) 

Critical window for auditory 
neural development is from 
birth to approximately three 
years of  age. (Carol Flexer) 

Need optimal auditory 
stimulation to develop the 
auditory nerve for development 
of  listening and comprehension 
of  spoken language 
•  Early 
•  Meaningful and purposeful 
•  Consistent and repetitive   



Sample of  AVT Strategies 

S  Don’t anticipate wants 
and needs 

S  Recasting  

S  Offer choices 

S  Create the expectation 
for talking   

S  Auditory sandwich 

S  Acoustic highlighting 

S  Wait time 

S  Sabotage – doing the 
opposite 



AVT Session 
Video 

S  Child: Oliver  

S  Chronological Age: 28 
months 

S  Time in AVT: 20 months 

S  Parent: Emily 

S  Therapist: Carrie 
Chojnowski, MS, CCC/
SLP, LSLS Cert. AVT; 
hear ME now 



Common 
Misconceptions 

about AVT 

§  Children who use AVT can not 
be exposed to any sign 
language 

§  The therapist and parent must 
cover their mouths with their 
hand when speaking 

§  The therapist and parent sit on 
their hands 

§  Visual cues and gestures are 
never allowed 

§  Auditory development is 
separate from language 
development 

 



Commonly Asked 
Questions 

§  What is the difference 
between auditory verbal, 
auditory oral and listening 
and spoken language? 

§  Who may choose auditory 
verbal therapy? 

§  What are the limitations of  
auditory verbal therapy? 

§  What are the benefits of  
auditory verbal therapy? 

 



Parent 
Perspective  

S  Emily, Oliver’s mother, 
describes why her family 
has chosen the Auditory 
Verbal approach to 
communication 



S 

Let’s Review 



QUESTIONS: 

S  Contact Us: 

 
S  Kathryn Carmina, MS.Ed, CED 

 kathryn.carmina@mecdhh.org 
 

S  Julie Neumann, M.E.D., MA, CCC-A, 
LSLS Cert.AVEd 

 julie.neumann@mecdhh.org 
 

 

 

 

  



Resources 

S  AGBell Academy for Listening and Spoken 
Language 

S  cochlearimplantonline.com 
S  successforkidswithhearingloss.com 
S  Auditory-Verbal Therapy and Practice, 

Estabrooks, Warren (2006) 
S  Children with Hearing Loss: Developing 

Listening and Talking, Birth to Six, Cole, 
Elizabeth and Flexer, Carol (2010) 

 


